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“Our Town”


Thorton Wilder so delicately structures his dialogue and its dialect to pass across the emotion, setting, and actions of his play. Since most of the play is done with little to no scenery and very little props (excluding the attire of the characters). The speech and word choices in this story are the keys to manipulating and forming the audience’s imagination to understand the depth to this story.


Having the stage manager act as an important character is an original concept included into this play by Wilder. It is also a major source of the selection of words and dialogue used in the play to portray the story to the audience. The stage manager helps the audience to be drawn into the play by showing him, a representative of the world outside the play, and showing similarities between him and the characters in the play. His accent is a major component in this inverse distraction. He talks as a person with experience in the town of Grover’s Corners, knowing its history, the future and destiny of the characters in the play, and the physical layout of the town.


The stage manager starts out by introducing the audience to the characters, acting as a bridge between the world of the play and the outside real world. This introduction is given in a quick and blatant manner. The facts from the stage manager are presented directly and without need of interpretation to ease the audience into their understanding of the concept of the play.


Though the play takes place in New Hampshire, the dialogue includes a southern drawl that is apparent throughout the speech of all characters include the stage manager. This draws more attention to the dialogue to divert from the lack of visuals. Most of the play is pantomimed with little props and set equipment forcing further support from the dialogue to move the play along. Along with the southern dialect, the southern phrases and speech patterns come along with the characters of the play enhancing their depth.


Not only does the way of speaking contribute to telling the story, but it also pulls the story away from the standard unoriginal context and provides a more peculiar sound for the audience to hear. This also helps to keep interest in the audience towards the story line so they do not get lost in its depth.


“Our Town” relies on its word choice and structure to portray its story. Without these important concepts in the play, it would not sustain its ability to be told in such an original and interesting manner.
